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distinction between love and friendship ; in such
rarefied and freezing air, upon the mountain-tops
of meditation, had he taught himself to breathe,
He was, indeed, too accurate an observer not to
have remarked that " there exists already a natural
disinterestedness and liberality " between men and
women ; yet, he thought, ''friendship is no respecter
of sex." Perhaps there is a sense in which the
words are true; but they were spoken in ignorance;
and perhaps we shall have put the matter most
correctly, if we call love a foundation for a nearer
and freer degree of friendship than can be possible
without it For there are delicacies, eternal between
persons of the same sex, which are melted and dis-
appear in the warmth of love.

To both, if they are to be right, he attributes
the same nature and condition. "We are not
what we are," says he, " nor do we treat or esteem
each other for such, but for what we are capable
of being." " A friend is one who incessantly pays
us the compliment of expecting all the virtues from
us, and who can appreciate them in us," " The
friend asks no return but that his friend will
religiously accept and wear and not disgrace his
apotheosis of him." " It is the merit and preserva-
tion of friendship that it takes place on a level
higher than the actual characters of the parties
would seem to warrant." This is to put friendship